The difficulty of 
The following description of the inner surface of the skull also deserves attention.
" At the base, the surface was roughened in the sphenoidal region ; the processes prominent and sharp-pointed ; the foramen magnum of the occipital bone irregular, and the condyloid processes projecting into it. Some parts in the occipital fossae, the supra-orbital plates, and other portions of the skull, were so thin as to be transparent. The marks of the arteries of the dura mater on the vault were large and deep, but the general surface of the interior of the vault was smooth. Along the line of attachment of the falx the bone was porous, from the multitude of small foramina which had transmitted bloodvessels from the dura mater to the bone in that situation. Subsequently, he was desirous to take the communion ; but this the physicians opposed, saying that he could only take it fasting, unless it was in the night. This he did not find convenient to do without necessity ; and also, to take the communion in viaticum, it is requisite to be in danger of death, which the physicians did not think he was.
As the colic, meanwhile, continued, the physicians ordered him to drink the mineral waters, which afforded great relief. 
